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Chile has a good relationship with Australia regarding the exchange of products and transpacific 
investments as well as an excellent diplomatic relationship. In the last few months, there has also 
been increasing interest in the area of education.  Much of this can be attributed to the Free 
Trade Agreement. The next objective is to have a Double Tax Agreement. 
  
I would like to emphasize the growth in the area of education as a result of our relationship with 
Australia. This started with the interest in English studies and with university student exchanges.  
Now Chile has many people interested in obtaining Master and PhD degrees in Australian 
universities. There are currently numerous people applying to Australian Universities and trying 
to be awarded a scholarship through “Becas Chile”. 
  
Chile awaits the Australians legislation that further promotes Development and Investigation 
(D+I) and here in Chile we are of course trying to apply this locally using the Excellence Centers 
program. 
  
We wish that Chile-Australia ties continue to grow, and within the chamber this does not only 
mean growth in our member numbers but also each member benefits from the Chamber. I 
therefore ask each member to actively participate in the Chamber events.  On that note, I would 
like to invite you to participate in the Golf Championship on November 11th at the “Las Lomas de 
La Dehesa” Golf Club. Our chamber not only considers this an recreational opportunity, it is also 
a way to generate new relationships. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
Alejandro Palma 
Chairman 
AUSCHAM, Chile Australia Chamber of Commerce.  
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AUSCHAM NEWS 

Dear members, 
  
It is a real pleasure for me to start this editorial with the news that 
last month our Chamber reached 100 active members, despite 
this year being more challenging as a result of the economical 
crisis.  The continuing support of our members, our directory 
efforts and the good economical and political relationships 
between Chile and Australia, have made this possible. 
 
Our aim is to continue to grow and increase the diversity of 
chamber members.  This year has seen the formation of the 
committees of:  Mining, Education and Services.  Of course this is 
an avenue for members to actively participate and network with 
other companies with common business interests. New 
committees will be formed over the next months in the areas of 
Energy, Sustainability and Agriculture. These committees are 
aligned with the growing areas of business interest between 
Australia and Chile as was highlighted in the Chilean newspaper 
La Tercera in September this year in an article on the growth in 
the business relations between Chile and Australia  in mining, 
energy, education and agriculture sectors.  Through these 
committees the chamber will continue to promote engagement 
with activities such as breakfasts, workshops and seminars. 
  

Alejandro Palma, Chairman 

Auscham News: Information about the activities of t he Chilean Australian Chamber of  
Commerce during second quarter of 2009. 
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LAST ACTIVITIES FOR 2009 
 

DATE SUBJECT VENUE 
NOVEMBER 11th GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP LOMAS DE LA DEHESA 

NOVEMBER  MARK HOWDEN 
“ESPECIALIST ON CLIMATE CHANGE” 

PRIVATE 

DECEMBER 3rd AUSTRALIAN PARTY TALLER LA CASA 
 

 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 
With more than 20 chamber members interested in the education committee, this committee has got off to a 
great start. Its main objectives are to promote English, encourage national institutions to develop sustainable 
research using the Australian model, promote teacher training as the engine of the education progress and 
promote work exchanges between Chilean and Australian companies. 
  
Auscham understands that education is fundamental for development. We see Australia as a privileged 
country and a model for us to follow because it implies quality of life for future professionals and people at 
large. 
  
In the near future, the education committee will seek to establish ties with appropriate Australian institutions. 
The committee is also preparing a visit from the professor Peter Shergold who heads up the Centre for Social 
Impact at the University of New South Wales. Auscham News.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NEW WEB SITE OF AUSCHAM 
 
Our new web site is on the web. With the idea of giving better and useful information to our members and 
public in general, we have modified our web site. Information related to all our services, the work of our 
committees, member benefits and chamber publications can now be found on this site. An example of a 
publication that can now been found is a document on “How to do business in Chile”, which includes 
information about taxation, legal issues, among others. 
  
This is the first stage of this web page and Auscham hopes that soon we can also publish other documents 
such as the one that is currently being created: “Welcome to Chile”. Auscham News.  

 
2ND BCI BUSINESS MEETING 

 

 
 

 
The 2ND BCI Business Meeting was a great experience for Auscham where our 
members could be part of meeting with important buyers like Salfacorp, 
Microsoft, Masisa, ABCDin, Corfo, Lan, Ultramar, among many others. 
  
Our chamber was part of a group of more than 600 companies that participated 
in this event. Auscham looks forward participating again in this Business 
Meeting in 2010. If you interesting in obtaining more information and being part 
of this great event, you could visit www.encuentroempresarialbci.cl . Auscham 
News.  
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NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
At the end of June, in the Annual General Meeting of the Chilean Australian Chamber of Commerce, we 
discussed our activities during the previous period. The chamber's president, Alejandro Palma, reported on 
the formation of the committees. 
  
During this meeting, the members voted for the new director Carlos Prat from Xstrata Copper, who joins the 
re-elected Directors from the previous period. 
  
In this opportunity director Arturo Troncoso, from HydroChile awarded the scholarship to Mr. Osvaldo 
Pastene. Auscham News.   

 
LABOR MEETING 

 
At this event we had the valuable presence of Mr. Zarko Luksic of the Ministry of Justice and Ms. María 
Cristina Gajardo, professor of the University of Chile. Both speakers explained the new regulations associated 
with unfair dismissal of employees. While Ms. Gajardo explained the importance that employers have all 
employee papers in order; Mr. Luksic emphasized that during this process the workers will have more 
instances to reach an agreement so to avoid the case being resolved in the labor court. 
  
Mr. Luksic and Ms. Gajardo's presentations are available at www.auscham.cl. Auscham News.  
  

 

 
 

 
NEW AUSCHAM’S MEMBERS 

 
WELCOME TO: 
 

 
JOSE MERINO 

Experto en Marketing, Inteligencia de 
Mercado y CRM 

Tel : +56 09 9359 2068 
merino.jose@gmail.com 

 
DUB Propiedades 

Av Tabancura 1515 Of.209 
Vitacura - Santiago - RM 
Tel: +56 09 9837 3495 
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AN INVITATION FOR OUR GREAT GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

 
 

V ANNUAL GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP  
 
Wednesday, November 11, 2009  
Place: Golf Club Las Lomas de La Dehesa  
 
Registration: 13:00 hours.  
 
Simultaneous Tee -off:   14:00 hour.  
  
Scramble Models : Groups of 4 players with 2 teams (2players).   
 
Prizes: Scramble for teams: 1º and 2º Gross, 1º and 2º Neto  
  
Others prizes:    Long Drive       
                           Straight Drive 
                           Best Approach 
  
Cost : $20.000 per player, which includes tee off, drinks and wine cocktail - Prize 
Presentation.  
 
PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR NEED FOR A CADDY- at your cost.  
 
INSCRIPTION WILL BE ACCEPTED UP UNTOL THURSDAY 10TH OF NOVEMBER.  
 
To participate, please contact: E-mail golf@auscham.cl or paz@auscham.cl 
 
Prize presentation: at 19:00 hours during the Wine Cocktail 
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NEW BENEFITS FOR OUR MEMBERS 
 

                

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Auscham continues to search for ways of giving benefits to its members. We are therefore please to 
announce that Auscham is talking with certain companies is the areas of tourism, e-market, insurance and 
custom databases to establish an agreement that could benefits our members. Auscham News.  

 

 
CONGRATULATION TO ORICA CHEMICALS CHILE 

 

 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

We express our special thanks to Sponsors of our ac tivities, 
during 2009 – 2008 
 
 
AUSCHAM GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 2008:  Sponsored by Orica Chemicals, Gas Valpo, Downing Teal, Szot 
and our annually sponsors Hydro Chile, Qantas and BHP Billiton. 
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Legal BREAKFAST: Sponsored by our annually sponsors                                                                                                                
 

                  
                   

 
 
 Mining BREAKFAST:  Sponsored by Geoblast   

 
 
20 YEARS OF THE CHAMBER:  Australian Embassy and Orica Chemicals Chile – Sponsored by BHP 
Billiton, Xstrata Copper, Downing Teal, Kangaroo Tours and Boost. 

 

                                                   

                         
 

 
 
AUSCHAM GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 2008:  Jointly organized by Auscham and Orica Chemicals Chile – 
Sponsored by Hydro Chile, Boyden Chile and Gas Valpo. 

 

                         

                      

 
               
BREAKFAST FOR MR.JOHN MURPHY, Federal Minister for Trade, for EXPOMIN:                  GeoBlast S.A.                      

 
JOINT FTA BREAKFAST - 2008: Ward Van Lines – RÖHLIG Transportes – Transportes All Transport                               
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AUSCHAM FTA BREAKFAST: “How to do Business with Australia after the FTA, Opportunities and 
Challenges – Sponsors: Ward Van Lines, Xstrata Copper, SKM Minmetal 
 

                                                                  
 
  

“Premium” Yearly Base Sponsors of the Chamber Activ ities for 
2008 - 2009: 
                                                            
 
 
 
 

 
 

 “Gold” Yearly Base Sponsors: 
 

 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


