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Our chamber is searching for the best way to adapt itself to new challenges and in that search, 
we have decided that our focus this year will be on the consolidation of the Chamber. After a 
steady growth over the last 3 years that lead us to almost 100 members, the FTA  placement and 
the creation of committees as an instance to stimulate the participation of our members, we plan 
to offer new and alternative services to our community, such as a new web site that we plan 
to launch in April or May with more information available for anyone interested in the economy or 
culture of both countries, a service guide for Australians in Chile and new-comers, promotional 
agreements with hotels, convention centers, etc., and the launch of our Institutional Magazine, all 
this, of course without leaving aside our professional networking breakfasts.   

It is most likely that most of our activities for 2009 will be run by each committee. The mining 
sector is organizing a breakfast for suppliers in May that plans to give a scope of the new trends 
of this market. In June, Auscham will participate at the 2nd Business Meeting organized by the 
BCI Bank, in which all our members can participate in business rounds of different areas such 
as, tourism, retail and transportation, among others. And in August, we are planning a roadshow 
for mining.  

Sincerely yours, 
Alejandro Palma 
Chairman 
AUSCHAM, Chile Australia Chamber of Commerce. �
�

 
MINING BREAKFAST 

 
Next May 7th, AUSCHAM will hold a breakfast organized by the mining committee at the Ritz 
Carlton Hotel. The event will include the participation of excellent expositors, which are part of 
large mining organizations. We will hear the lecture of Tomás Martínez form Xstrata Copper, 
Ricardo Reyes from BHP Billiton, Daniel Torreblanca from Abastemin and Alberto Salas from 
Sonami.  
 
We believe that this event will provide great opportunities for all our members to become 
informed about supply-market trends, and to develop business networks. Auscham News.  
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AUSCHAM NEWS 

Dear members,   
 
Last year was a special year for the Chamber; besides our 20 
year celebration, our association held many activities important 
for our members, such as the FTA breakfasts, the annual golf 
championship that every year gathers together more participants, 
and the special visit of Mr. John Murphy. 
 
However, this year started with a different atmosphere, and even 
though uncertainty was the prevailing feeling for the market, we 
did not feel that way, believing that commerce between Chile and 
Australia will keep its pace and investments will still be coming. 
The opportunities are there for us to take. This is not only 
because the FTA entered into force last March 6th and it has 
caught the interest of the market, but also because both of our 
economies are based on solids foundations and the country has 
savings for times like these.  
  

Alejandro Palma, President 

Auscham News: Information about the activities of t he Chilean Australian Chamber of  
Commerce during last month of 2008 and first quarte r of 2009. 
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BITÁCORA DE VIAJE AT “SÁBADOS DE REPORTAJE” 
 
Dear friends, we wish to inform you that every Saturday at 14:30 on Channel 13C, you can see the "Travel 
Log" called (Bitácora de Viaje), with its charismatic conductor Alfredo Ugarte.  
There are 13 chapters of this exciting programme about the varied world of Australia. In this program you can 
learn about endemic animals to this wonderful country, such as the Tasmanian Devil, the Koala and the 
Kangaroo, and about its Aboriginal people, its varied coastline, and its entertaining and diverse city 
populations.  
 
We invite you to enjoy and increase your knowledge about Australia. ��������	
����

 

 
 

COALAR LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 2009 
 

The Council on Australia Latin America Relations (COALAR), is supporting the Australia Latin America 
Leadership Program (ALALP), that plans to bring together 36 high calibre mid-career managers and officials 
(18 each from both Australia and Latin America), drawn from business, government, trade unions, education, 
the arts and the community service sector, including NGO’s, etc., for a practical and intensive leadership 
program over a 12 day period. The theme of the ALALP is "Sustainability in the Context of the Australia-Latin 
America Business Relationship". Applications for this event can be made from Monday, March 16th 2009 via 
an on-line application process available at: http://www.alalp.com/". Auscham News. 
�
� � �
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2ND BCI BUSINESS 

MEETING 
 

AUSCHAM has decided to participate at the 2nd BCI 
Business Meeting that will be held on June 9th and 
10th at Espacio Riesco. This event gives the 
opportunity to establish commercial relationships 
through business meetings, where your company 
could have the possibility to show the advantages of 
your products to established buyers such as 
Salcobrand, Salfacorp, Lan, La Polar, among others. 
If you want to participate or obtain further information 
on how to be part of it, please contact us or visit 
www.encuentroempresarialbci.cl. Auscham News. 

 
SOON NEW WEB SITE OF 

AUSCHAM  
 
We are working to offer all our members new 
services and more information through our new web 
page. There you will find our events programmed for 
this year and the new manuals produced by 
Auscham: “Welcome to Chile” and “Doing Business”. 
For students we will provide information about how to 
establish in Australia.  
In order to satisfy our members we are creating 
some special benefits such as with hotels, language 
institutes, cleaning services, marketing suppliers, 
among others. Auscham News. 
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IV AUSCHAM GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP   

 
 
Amid a very large attendance, on Wednesday November 5th 2008, AUSCHAM jointly organized the IV Annual 
Golf Championship of the Chilean Chamber of Commerce together with Orica Chemicals Latin America, a 
company with more than 5 years in our trade organization and a high trajectory in the market. 
 
The attendees meanwhile, were able to enjoy the mysteries of the wonderful Golf Club, Lomas de la Dehesa, 
where companies and their guests spent a day of camaraderie and competition, with AUSCHAM. 
 
The first place, net team category went to members, Cedar Creek, and Orica Chemicals, who won first place 
gross. In the individual category, the first net was awarded to Mr Jose Antonio Valdes, and the first gross 
placing was given to Mr Meliton Moreno. 
 
This exciting event was made possible thanks to the support from HydroChile, GasValpo, Boyden, All 
Transport, Downing Teal, Kross Beer, Touravion, Hotel Radisson, Intercos, Viña Undurraga, Avon and Viña 
Casa Silva. As well as these, as Base Sponsor companies that were with us throughout the entire 2008 were 
Qantas, BHP Billiton and Hydro Chile. Auscham News. 
�
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF THE CHAMBER   
 

2008 was a special year for the Chilean Australian Chamber of Commerce because our trade association 
reached its 20th anniversary. This fact was celebrated on Thursday December 11th at the residence of the 
Australian Ambassador.  

 
More than 300 attendees accompanied AUSCHAM in a relaxed, entertaining and, above all, memorable 

�
ACTIVITIES FOR 2009 
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atmosphere, during which the launch of the television program “Travel Log” – (Bitácora de Viaje), specially 
made for Channel 13C, was held. 

 
Through a video that was shown to guests during the event, different and interesting aspects of Australia 
were shown in this television special about this continent/country.  
 
On this occasion the Chamber had the support of BHP Billiton and Xstrata Copper, who made the realization 
of this program about Australia possible, as well as sponsoring the celebration itself at the home of the 
Ambassador. Kangaroo Tours, Downing Teal and Boost Juice were also sponsors of the evening’s 
celebration.  
 
And of course our permanent sponsors were: Orica, Qantas, BHP Billiton and HydroChile. Auscham News. 

 
 

NEW AUSCHAM’S MEMBERS 
 

WELCOME TO: 
 

·  ALESSANDRI & COMPAÑÍA  
·  MINETEC 
·  MADIMEX 

 

·  CHILESIN  
·  ALTIS 
·  TIERRAVERDE 

 

 
 
 
 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT, BY SKM �

 
Climate change has the power to affect the way in which businesses operate in the long term, raising risks 
and challenges that have to be managed. Although there is continued debate in some countries on the 
causes of climate change, it is generally accepted the impacts are real and far reaching. In order to prepare 
for the impacts, businesses need to develop sustainable risk management strategies to protect their long term 
assets and business strategies.  
 
Two key areas in which climate change can affect business operations are:  

1. Increasing exposure to natural hazards  
2. Changing availability of natural resources 

For example, businesses and utilities with coastal assets will face particular challenges. Rising sea levels and 
associated storm surge incursion, erosion and the increasing scale of coastal storms will affect coastal 
infrastructure. Changes in rainfall patterns in some areas will affect water supplies and the availability of water 
for towns, agriculture and the environment. It may also affect the environmental viability of waste discharges 
to water as well as abstractions.  
 
One challenge for businesses in preparing for climate change is that its effects cannot be defined by exact 
numbers or certainties. Taking a risk-based approach to climate change is a pragmatic strategy, as it focuses 
on the scale of the risk, and the acceptability of the consequences.  
 
Climate change adaptation toolkit   
 
SKM has developed a ‘climate change adaptation toolkit’ for use with our clients. Essentially this is a project 
management tool that can be used to facilitate the identification and minimisation of climate change impacts 
on individuals, businesses, infrastructure and society.  
 
One of the critical success factors of such an approach is to consider climate change in the early stages of a 
project plan. It would typically be better to build adaptation to climate change into design than to retrofit later, 
but it is also more cost effective to plan now for any retrofitting required later.  
 
The following matrix illustrates how decision making can be influenced depending on the risk to a project of 
natural hazards increasing and natural resource availability changing.  
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Adaptation Matrix  

If climate change effects are recognised as an issue, businesses can use the adaptation matrix to determine if 
they need to adapt now or later. A range of questions to consider have been developed based on hazard 
identification and resource assumptions, for example:  

1. Will our structure or plan need to change to adapt to an increased hazard?  
2. Will the amendment increase the cost significantly and, if so, can the adaptation features be retro-fitted 

later?  
3. Can we engineer our processes or structures to use less or more sustainable / renewable resources? Are 

there alternatives?  
4. Will our expected outcome (or the asset itself) be adversely affected by an average change in heat or by 

heatwaves?  
5. Will our asset, or resources it is relying on such as groundwater, be adversely affected by sea level rise, 

or by higher tidal storm surges?  
6. Will increased rainfall affect the stability of the slope our structure is on?  
7. How will we cope with future drought? 

The questions can be used to identify the significant project-specific climate change risks and assist in 
delivering projects that will continue to be effective and profitable in the future.  
However, assessing climate change effects can be complex, depending on the data available. Therefore, the 
toolkit adopts a 2 stage approach to quantify the risks, focusing on the scale and acceptability of the likely 
consequences.  
 
The initial risk assessment at the project start-up would consider the hazard probability and consequence of 
changing resource availability. Anything other than low probability or low consequence would warrant further 
analysis within the project.  
 
When warranted by the initial assessment, a more detailed sustainability assessment can be undertaken. A 
comprehensive list of questions relating to climate change vulnerability, hazards and changes in resource 
availability is used. Results may be presented using spatial tools.  
 
A climate change risk workshop can also be undertaken to provide a rigorous analysis of the issues, and to 
determine appropriate responses. This level of assessment allows a high level of creative input into 
identifying, assessing and managing climate change risks.  
 
It is recognised that climate change does not affect all business in the same way; therefore this generic 
approach can be modified to suit particular industries and locations. It can also be modified to assist local 
authorities with land use planning, particularly by combining with spatial data management tools. Used in 
conjunction with expert knowledge this climate change adaptation toolkit is an effective tool for facilitating 
discussion of potential climate change risks for long term project sustainability.  
 
If you would like more background data on climate change impacts and their effects on infrastructure the 
Ministry for the Environment (New Zealand)  and the Australian Department of Climate Change  websites 
have detail on regional effects.  
 
© Sinclair Knight Merz 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We express our special thanks to Sponsors of our ac tivities, 
during 2008 - 2007 

 
20 YEARS OF THE CHAMBER:  Australian Embassy and Orica Chemicals Chile – Sponsored by BHP 
Billiton, Xstrata Copper, Downing Teal, Kangaroo Tours and Boost. 

 

            

                         
 

AUSCHAM GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 2008:  Jointly organized by Auscham and Orica Chemicals Chile – 
Sponsored by Hydro Chile, Boyden Chile and Gas Valpo. 

 

         

                      

 
               
BREAKFAST FOR MR.JOHN MURPHY, Federal Minister for Trade, for EXPOMIN:                  GeoBlast S.A.                      

 
JOINT FTA BREAKFAST - 2008: Ward Van Lines – RÖHLIG Transportes – Transportes All Transport                               

 

                     
 
 
 
AUSCHAM FTA BREAKFAST: “How to do Business with Australia after the FTA, Opportunities and 
Challenges – Sponsors: Ward Van Lines, Xstrata Copper, SKM Minmetal 
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